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Nxro allies dancing dangeroudy
€Iese fo another woild war

Slum - The United States
and NATO may Soon find them-
seives invoived in a gz"ind war
in the Balkans whether they like
it or not. A ground campaign nay
pnme to be the only way to push
Sech fomes out Of KOBovo in the
attempt to restore the province to
the ones who fomerly bvedthe

Thus dr the West's nhitry
technological siiperiority has
failed to save the Ko8ovarB in
nasa murder and chnic deans-
ing. Confrol of the grmind fro
the air has once again pzgrm to
be the pipe dream of mFapic
politidans and Senile air fans
genes.

The Russians, eapedafty IkeBi-
dent Bchs Yeltgin+ are mttling
Sabers for no rearmi I ran imag-
ire except to denongtrate thdr
rddarity with their Sch
broth-

lhigoslav Prerident Slndan
moBwic bag been chamctchzed
by the C]inton a_dminiedon as
a brutal dictator. He trdiv-5 the
greatnceE Of the Sefoian pxple at
every opportunity and he eees
hinielf a8 the great man who
will lead his people into the
Promird had.

He certainly has proven to be
an amoral and merdless adver-
8ary of Muslins. h the endy half
of this decade he presided over
the zm8s murders Of tens of thou-
Sands of Muslims in Bcenin. His
culTent campaign Of terror in
Ko8ovo is merely an extension Of

I-_-::::::::::::::i-:::i:i:
and between Islam and Chris-
tianity. 'The Balkans represent a
profound drsh of cu]t`ire8. The
opportunity for strategic miscal-
culation here is greater than any-
one will admit puhidy.

Are we on the eve Of world War
rm This is perhaps an unlikely
scenino, but the West has not
p.wee to be terribly presdent
concerning our future battleL
fields. I recall no one in the early
1980s seriously suggesting that
the United States would commit
its amed forces to hattle in stich

phases as Grenade. Pamm, S®
maha. ILchanon+ Iraq, Haiti and
now; Yligoalavi& All of these sc?
nince were unlikely before they
occ`ined. Now they are hi8t8ry,

The us. andNArohavecom   `
ritted theznseives to a ocFiirse Of
adion designed to limit thdr ca-
gnglties and capitalize on their
technological silpchority. In so
doing, they have lengthened the
tizne it will take to end the con-
ffict. The longer the war in Yu-
gcelavia drags on, the greater the
chance of a Strategic miscalcula-
tion. No one truly hews how this
win end. But it co`ild end very
badlyifallpaTtieBtotheconflict
are not very careful.

War has a horrible haack Of
Striking o`it in unexpected dies-
tions and of confounding thee
who attempt to confrol it. Chce
begun, it's largely mcorifrollable.

War may begin for the best of
logical qu in this case, humani-
tartan rationales. But once
begun, other, more inridirLis
human elements take contrul;

dndendasb?#Tt8¥d±Hi
where been-agerB now wear anti-
NAro T-chirtB in stack defiance
of the Wbstl's continued aerful
bombardment. Then there's the
backlch Of impotence. as evi-
denced by RuaBia's beuieoaity and

r=dp¥d:t¥Eofhquisppfaer-
among the great leadetE. These
human and ir"tional elements,
and many more, can tmte a
maelstrom from which no one can-pe.

Novelist and military thedst
Ralph Peters recently sent me an
e-mail that mentioned the law of
unintended consequences.- That
law essentially states that all
consequences cannot be fore©
and that the reverse of what you
intend may in fact rmir. That
law is doubly conect when it is
applied to war.

The recent mischle Strike on the
Chinese Embasy in Belgrade is
only one example of this hw?a va-
bdity. Many Chinese do not be+
lieve in the Sincerity of u.S. and
NAro statements Of 4deep re-
gret.,'The United States, fonamed by
the other NAII0 nations. has in
bdrked upen an exhandinarily
dangerous course of action in the
Balkans. Pandora's box is open.
Unlikely scemrios are only un-
Hkely until they -. I
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