
]Opinioii ~ Talk

R`TOBERT 8. ADOLPH JR.

As rchgees flee the amoralfty,
tllink Of the tlllieahened thliee

thee          perhaps they are all tegetheT.

furfu
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]inong all the shot and cheu,
hundreds of thousands or flee-
ing refugees, and against the
backdrop of amoml pebtical
mane`rvem in Yugoslavia, thne
are three lonely men, prhablF
°#E¥pg:b:yuina|oneor

Nobody how8.
These Americans were per-

SoidieTs ae    ::o¥±¥ecekefeiFnian+her.
deT when-they were capturd
by Serb forces.

BELye=ansdiLiggis¥edLd
Spe. Steve Gonde8.

BywayOfcomparisonwi-th
what has happened to hun-
dreds of thousands ®f ethnic
Muslim Albanians in K®sovo,
their plight might not seem so
bad.

Reports from Belgrade tell us
that the three soldiers az'e
being held, but that they are
being treated well and hu-
manely.

There i8 of course a very real
difference here. These are
American Soldiers.

These are our men in uni-.   +
form.

Try, if you will. to imagine
how these three men must feel.
They are pt.obably cut off from
all 8ourees of outside informa-
tion.

They lmow their lives are
held hostage+ but they do mt
know for what purpose.

Since capture, each soldier, in
his own mind, probably has al-
ready imagined the worst pea-
sible scenarios that might out-
minate with his death.

They are no doubt figbtened.
Who wouldn't be? It is not the
known but the unhown that
we most fear.
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families and loved oneB.

They will wonder whether
they will ever see then again.

They will be concerned about
how their brethren in uniform
and the American pubtic will
view their captivity in tens of
their comportment - that they
behave well in their role as
American soldiers and do not
bring shame on the unifom
they wear or the nation they
represent.

If they Survive, they want to
Enow they acted honorably
w#&:;Lkink:ppttifptyirated
and alone it will be tougher for
them.

Vietnam Pows were often
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kept in icohtim
we az`e Borial aeatures.

I.oneline8s can do terible
t¥etoofusrieeviehan
FrowB, efer ysdfl Of iBohtion
and Dideainezit, allowed
themselvca to die rather than
face the hiErrors Of continuing
Singularity end deprivation.

The man z`eapon8ible for 8o
much temr and death in Ko8o-
vo will zict lcoL Eindly upon
our aeldierB.

Milceevic iB an anoml thtig
who win uFie these soldiers as
bargaining chips - altermting
between threats to their lives
with a Sham trial and promises
of humane treatment.

rell=#TEi.#:¥lmalpe=?t
only hope may be a desire on
MiloBevic'8 part to make a
grand humanitarian gesture in
an attempt to grin favor in the
West - but I wouldnt hold my
breath.

These three soldiers are the
only bargaining chips the Serb
lenHdeeinp98p:Bb¥biyhoidonto

them tightly and with both
hands.
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way he haowB. He is Bteeped in
the ways of using human lives
ag chattel.

His brutality wft8 further

#=PineT#edffLfreoE#
dende. where he preBiaed over
mass executions and ethnic
cleansing of the Bo8nian Mus-
line.

IIis recent vidous activities
in Hoaovo do not Suggest the

£%hi:tfyhheearTtT]havea
Three American soldiers in

¥t:iBesF¥d==Lf:mdr#%th#e'Their future is uncertain.
This is the rick that all Amer-

icans in uniform Dust face.

ang8#ELfaccahrii:8i:Sntfofe
held hostage in the hick ctckes
peker game that i8 war.

pr:y=rufi:rrad'eeyoumF¥fi==ya
bed tonight.

RIcht now they are the loneli-
eat men on the planet. I
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