tempt to ﬂxsmer where Saddam bas hidden his
weapons of mass destruction and to destroy
them. The UN. gave him this mission and he
assumed his U.N. bosses, as well as the UN.
Security Council were serious about it. Unfortu-
nately, the UN. is a captive of its collective
membership and the rules of UN. diplomatic
engagement, which treats all representatives of
sovereign nations as moral equals. :

- The U.N. weapons inspections in Irag are the
fongest-running sideshow in modern diplomatic
history. Everyone knows that Saddam has chem-
ical and biological weapons in his current arse-
nal. Everyone at the U.S. State Department and
at UN. Headquarters knows that he is hiding
that capability from the U.N.'s inspectors.

One would expect that the inspectors would
wish to advance rapidly and unexpectedly on
suspeeteﬁ Iragi weapons sites, and Ritter cer-
inly did. Unfortunately, such lightnin
preclude Saddam’s moving such weapons
to alternative hiding sites. Confused? Welcome
to the topsy-turvy world of U.N. diplomacy.

Diplomats at ‘the UN,, as well as our own
State Depariment, hate to fail. Failure means
the possible introduetion of military means, and
diplomats generally hate the military. Military
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il continue to serve to nogoodend In Ritter's own

UN. diplomats
continue the charade, no matter that what they
do makes no practical sense.

So long as the UN. wespansmspectorsfmﬂ
little or nothing, the status quo remains. More
conferences will be conducted. More diplomatic
nctiilgzﬂ! be sent. More press cmferences will
be

All of this activity suggests progress where
none has actually occurred. The U.N. is no clos-
er to separating Saddam from his weapons of
mass destruction than it was immediately fol-
lowing the Gulf War. In fact, the situation may
have worsened. Iraq’s megalomaniac dictator
has had years to further develop his capabilities
in this arena.

Nobody in this administration wants another
military confrontation with Saddam. Frankly,
America could not sustain it. The president and
Congress have nearly succeeded in gutfing
America’s former military might.

The US. military today is a mere sione’s
throw from being “hollow” again. Knowing this,

' Scott Ridder has demonstrated- something

wm%emlyhmwﬁemwasiore-
sxgn, endmg féﬂtmﬁxp;;gan orgamza-

~rarely seen in today’s political leaders and UN.
or U.S. civil servants. He has demonstrated the
-moral courage to do what he felt was right, and
resigned in protest to expose the duphe:ty of his
superiors.

~ ~Most others in govemment servu:e would qui-
etly dissemble in order to keep their positions
and their salaries secure.

A number of US. congresmonal committees
have asked Ridder to appear before them fto
explain further his rationale for quitting.

Let’s hope our elecied representatives are
listening,

Adolph is a retired U.S. Army Special
Forces lieutenant colonel who holds mas-
ter’s degrees in mational security studies
and strategy and international affairs. He
currently works as a Special Operations An-
alyst at the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy
Special ij‘are Ceﬁe‘- and School at Fort
Bragg.




