
previous  camp (old Lang Vei), REe
Sanh, the Laotian border, the Laot-
ian  unit's  location,  roads  and  the
location of the involved forces. The
book's only graphic presentation is a
sketch  of the  camp,  which  is  pre-
sented next to an aerial photo. The
sketch  and  the  photo were  appar-
ently made  at  different times  and
from different directions. Even after
carefully studying the included road
patterns and making allowances for
later construction, it is impossible to
orient the two presentations.

Phillips'  account  is  further  dis-
abled by his lack of understanding of
the Vietnam-era Special Forces and
of the various programs and orgalii-
zations  that  they  developed   and
manned.  For  instance,  he  makes
excessive distinctions between mem-
bers    of   the    Civilian    Irregular
Defense  Force's  camp  strike  force
and its Mike Force, repeatedly char-
acterizing the  latter  as  "mercenar-
ies." 'I'he role of the SOG personnel is
even further beyond his ken.

In summation,  other than  some
of the individual interviews that it
i:nd:udes, Night of the Sil,ver Stars
has little to recommend it. Certain-
ly it does not deserve a place in the
Special Forces soldier's professional
library. Possibly, if read in conjunc-
tion  with  Stockwell's  book,  John
Plaster's  SOG,   and  some  of  the
accounts of the rme Sanh siege, it
may  assist  in  forming  a  better
overall picture.

COL J.H. Crerar
U.S. Array (ret.)
VIe7?7}cI,  vO.

Hlements of Military Strategy:
An  Historical  Approach.  By
Archer   Jones.  Westport,   Conn...
Praeger  Publish,ing,  1996.  ISBN:
0-275-95527-3  (paper). 264 pages.
$24.95 .

El,ements of Military Strategy is
well-written   -   the   author   is
clear   and   concise   in   his   tech-
nique,  and  from  the  perspective
of strategy, his case studies seem
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to have been well-chosen.
The  author  takes  care  in  his

preface to tell the reader that the
book will address strategy at "an
elementary  level."  This   is   true.
Jones covers strategy with a very
light touch, and his focus appears
to be mainly explanatory.

Jones also tells us that he will
deal  "with  only  some  of the  ele-
ments  of military  strategy." This
is also true. His book jumps from
chapter to  chapter, held together
only  by  chronology  -  the  early
Indian Wars in the United States;
World War 11  submarine warfare
in  the Atlantic;  air warfare  over
Europe;  the  Pacific  campaigns  of
Nimitz and MacArthur; the Kore-
an Conflict and Vietnam; and the
Persian Gulf war.

Essentially,  Jones   is   a   story-
teller. Other than the fact that all
the discussion is  generally about
American   military   campaigns,
the   book   appears   to   have   no
thread of purpose.

Unfortunately,    Jones    some-
times blurs the line between tac-
tics, operational art and strategy.
He  seems  far  removed  from  any
serious    discussion    of   modern
strategy   and   the   use    of   its
nomenclature,   using   the   term

"calvary of the  air," for instance,
to describe modern air forces.

There  are  bright  spots:  Jones'
chapter   on   the   WW   11   Pacific
campaign is particularly interest-
ing. And in his examination of the
Vietnam  War,  Jones  does  make
some  good  points  about  the  way
the U.S. Marines in the early part
of that conflict  actually trumped
the   Viet   Cong   by   using   well-
organized   civic   action.   Unfortu-
nately, Jones glosses over the con-
tributions made by Army Special
Forces,  Psychological  Operations
and Civil Affairs personnel.

As a professor at the Command
and  General  Staff College, Jones
held  the  Morrison  Chair  of Mili-
tory History. Eleinents of Strategy
may be  a loose collection of some
of his lectures, but his effort lacks
a   central   guiding   light.   Other
than the fact that some  parts  of
the  book  make  reasonably  good
reading,  there  is  little  to  recom-
mend this volume.

IHC Robert 8. Adalph,, Jr.
U.S. Array (ret.)
Fayetteutlle, N.C.

Book  revielj)s  from  Tea,ders  a,J`e
wel,come  cund  should  a,ddress  sub-
jects   of  interest  to   special-opera-
tions forces. Revi,ews should, be from
300-500  words. We  encourage  sub-
missions   on   di,sk   or   by   e-mai,l.
Incl`ede  fu:l'.  ri,ame,  rank,  daytirme
ph,one  number   (preferably   DSN)
and mailing eddress. Mail reviews
to..  Editor,   Special  Warfare;  AL±tri,:
AOJK-DT-MDM;  USAJFKSWCS.,
Fort   Bragg,   NC   28307-5000   or
e-mail, to steelma"@soc.mi,I,.
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