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ACTIVE  COMPONENT CIVIL AFFAIRS  AND'``  PSYCHOLOGICAL  OPERATIONS  OFFICERS:

A  BPllGHTER  FUTURE
By CPT(P) Robert a.  Adolph, Jr.

On 5 September  1986 proponency for Civil
Affairs   and   Psychological   Operations   was
returned to the US Army John F. Kermedy Spe-
cial Warfare Center and School,  Fort Bragg,
North  Carolina,   from  the  Combined  Arms
Center, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. The follow-
ing  month  the  Center  and  School  began  de-
velopment of a concept that had been proposed
by many officers who had been concerned about
the  professional development and training of
4cfl.vc Compo#c#f Civil Affairs and Psycholog-
ical Operations officers.  The idea was to cre-
ate a separate Actz.ve Compo#cmf functional area

_(FA)_ speeifically_designed tp enhance the de-
velopment, training and ultimately promotion
of these much needed officers.

The Problem

Civil Affairs and Psychological Operations
officers were at one time members of the For-
eign  Area  Officer  (FAO)  specialty.  The  in-
plementation  of the  FAO  Enhancement  Plan
changed the FAO's primary focus from func-
tional to regional expertise,  thereby eliminat-
ing  CA  and  PSYOP  officers  from the  FAO
program.   These  officers  were  subsequently
designated into the Special Operations FA, but
with the 9 April 1982 Chief of Staff of the Any
approval of a Special Forces Branch this alter-
native  was  no longer viable.

Under the FAO and Special Operations urn-
brellas CA and PSYOP officers lacked both an
individual training strategy and dedicated pro-
fessional development plan. In addition, it was
recognized by the active officer community that
repetitive tours in Civil Affairs and Psycholog-
ical  Operations was a professional dead end.
Obviously,  there  was  a problem.

The Solution

The FA 39 concept, as it has been proposed
by the CG, USAJFKSWCS, addresses the in-
equities of the past. The proposal calls for the
creation of a separate FA with two areas of con-
centration (AOCs), 398 CA and 39C PSYOP.
The concept corrects two major problems.  It
provides for repetitive tours , thereby creating
a professional corps of CA and PSYOP officers;
and  it  provides  active  officers  with  a  viable

career pattern.
FA 39 accession, under this proposal, would

occur at the 7th year of commissioned service.
At this point these officers would begin an ex-
tensive training program which includes either
the Civil Affairs or Psychological Operations
Office Course, dependent on AOC; a regional
studies course and language training prior to an
officer's initial assignment in a CA or PSYOP
position as a  senior 03.

(Continued on page 4)

CHARLESTON,  SC
Site for 1988

National Conference

The 41st Annual CA Conference win
be  held  at the  Sheraton  Charleston
Hotel in Charleston, South Carolina,
15-19June 1988. The Sheraton Charles-
ton is the same site used for the 1982
conference.

Make your plans now for a finily
vacation  in  Historic  Charleston  in
1988. The Ofr]cers and Enlisted per-
sonnel of the 360th CA Brigade will
make your visit a memorable one.

LEISTER AND  LOWE HEAD  1988  SLATE

Colonel Leister

Colonels Harold D.  Leister and Ronald L.
Lowe, both from the West Coast, head the slate
of officers nominated to lead the Civil Affairs
Association  in  1988.

COL  Leister,  currently  serving  as  deputy
commander of the  35lst CA  command,  was
commissioned   from   ROTC,   University   of
Wyoming.  He served on active duty with the
52d Infantry.

COL Lowe was commissioned in the infan-
try, regular army, from ROTC at the San Jose
State  University.  Former  commander  of the
14th Psyops battalion, he is currently with the

Colonel Lowe

35lst CA Command.
Six officers are vying for the three vice presi-

dent  slots.  They  are  current  vice  presidents
COL Donald F. Campbell and COL Donald G.
Patton.  Also,  COL Charles  E.  Eden of Cali-
fornia; COL Jo-Ann Cotterman, of Louisiana;
COL  Robert  A.   Lucas,  Oregon,  and  COL
Wmiam E.  Hennefer,  New Jersey.

Ballots for these and the  16 directors have
been mailed by Secretary-Treasurer, COL John
W. Depauw with a requested return date of no
later than December 5.
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A Bright Future for CA and PSYOP Oflicers
(Continued from page 1)

Following that assignment CA and PSYOP
officers will be expected to attend staff college
or complete it by correspondence before attend-
ing graduate school to obtain Masters Degrees
in disciplines relating to their mission functions
preparatory  to  senior  assignments  in  CA  or
PSYOP. Officers in FA 39 will maintain a dual
track throughout their careers. This ensures that
they  will  maintain  a  solid  grounding  in their
primary branch and in so doing will place those
officers  in  the  best  possible  positions  to  be
promoted to the next higher grade.

Conclusion

The FA 39 concept has been a long time in
coming.  With  it,  the Active Component will
have for the first tine a system by which CA
and   PSYOP   Officers   can   be   trained   and
managed.ItensuresthattheseLTffyT=ffiedand
specialized  officers  will  remain  competitive
with their peers for promotion and most impor-
tantly provides our nation with  a greatly en-
hanced   capability   to   conduct   crucial   Civil
Affairs and Psychological Operations missions
in peace and war.

The proposal began fomal staffing with the
Solider  Support  Center  15  September  1987.
Final approval and publication of FA 39 is ex-
pected in the April 1988 Officer Persormel Up-
date #12  of DA  PAM 600-3.

Questions/comments   can   be   directed   to
CPT(P) Adolph, Deputy Chief, Special Oper-
ations  Proponency  Office,  ATSU-SP,  USA-
JFKSWCS,   Fort   Bragg,   NC   28307-5000,
AUTOVON  239-5559/9cO2.

CAPTAIN ROBERT 8. ADOIPH , JR. was born in
Chelsea,  Massachaetts, on 23  March  1952.  He is
a former Special Forces Infantry Staff Sergeant who
was   commissioned   in   Military   Intelligence  from
Officer Candidate  School in June  1976.

He  holds  a  B.S.   degree  in  Sociology  from  the
University Of the State Of New York, and he has at-
tended bath the  Military  Intelligence  Basic and the
Counterintelligence officer courses at Fort Huachuca,
Arizona. His initial troop assignments at Fort Bragg,
North  Carohirla,  included  Executive  Cffcer  Of the
Headquarters and Operations Company. 525th Mili-
tary lritelligency Group  (Airborne) ,  Commander Of
a Special Forces Underwater Operalous Detachnerut,
and Ba:tlalion lr[lelligence Officer (S2) in the 5th Spe-
cial  Forces  Group  (Alrborne).  Captain  Adolph  is
Ranger qualified and is  a  Master Parachutist.

After his tour at Fort Bragg, he attended the Mili-
tory lmelligence Crmcers Adranced Course followed
by ar. advcaced degree program in Washington, D. C. ,
where he  graduated from The American University
with an M.A.  degree in lnterrrational Affiairs.

Upon graduation, he served a three-year overseas
tour in  Franlrfurt,  Germany  as  Banalion  Logistics
Officer (S4) , and then conseculve command Of Head-
quarters and Service Company and A Con'quny Of the
302d Military Intelligence Battalion , 205th Military
Intelligence  Brigade.

He is a graduate Of the Foreign Area Officer Course
as well as Special Forces ' Russian. and Arabic liun-
guage Schools and currently serves as Deputy Chiof
Of the Special Operations Proponency Office in the
US Army John F.  Kermedy Special Warfare Center
and School,  Fort Bragg, North  Caroliira.

Additionally, he has toughi World Politics at Aner-
ican  University,  Washington,  D.C. ,  and U.S.  For-
€iEgin-Ito5[tty;Thgrtltta7rcavverffiiTe7tt,-onnd-Affttincarr-
History at Central Texas College.  He has published
andcles on West European Terrorism, U.S. Arm:y Spe-
cial  Forces,  and  Soviet  involvement  in the  Middle
East , and has an article forthcoming on factioralism
I.#  !rfec  PLO I.n  Military  Intelligence  „agazl.#c.
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