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In  this  letter  to  UNTSO  News'  readers  Major  R.B.  Adolph  unveils  his
thoughts before taking up a UN assignment.

In October 1988  I Terrienber reading about the urrited A(£ativne Peace 9(Seaping TOTces wiming the 9\(£obe[ a?ease a?rize.
I  a,too noteof that over 7co members Of those forces  hod c[ied as a resu[t Of accidents, shootings and natural ca,uses in the [ast

four decaofes white serving the cause Of peace. rill;is figure had an ej:fect on ray wife, fa,nd[y a,nd friends. grou see, in 2twgust Of
1988  I vo[unteeTeof to serve with the unded A(£ahone q:ruse Sapervision OTgandzahon in the Midd[e q=ast. J4± this zinj,ting  I an
half way tfrough ny tour anof have just been reassigned to obse;rva;ton groap Leba;run f tom q=gy|)t.

The TecurTing question that I a:in askeed: 6y fanify, friends anof assocrdtes dikee is wdy did I volunteer? j4[±hough ny
wife is understanding and supportive Of ny desire to serve, even she questions the wisdom Of ray choice a,nd the choiee Of thou-
sa,ttds Of other pTofessiiJna[ soldiers from doz;eus Of counties who ha;ve vo[unteeTed for duty in the tempestuous MidofLe q=ast
and. other haz,ctTdous Tegivns Of the globe. j4f.ter a[[, da;ngeT in Ug\(duty cones not ontg from a receyrheed potenhal for death or
Ofisme:m6eTrrlent,  but from a ve:ry Teat possi6idty that a W\Lmen6e:T, mfaht finof hi:mse[f the ta,Tget Of hostage-taki:ng although
the odds are ago;ivt a,nything tikee that, sti[[ the possi6i[dy is a very real one. rwhife I wou[Of never presume to s|]eakfor the
hundreds Of soldiers who have [al,Of clown thor [ives,  I  believe that there is a com:rronalrty sh,ared bg those who volunteer for
the haTdshi|]s Of fa,nd[y separahon,  harsh cft:rratic conditiene a:nor the possibi[dy Of tTea,t to Life and [j,m6. Itese reason a,Te not
heroic but c,ou[d frost pro6ab[y 6e desc:ribeof as idea[isin and rrlay6e even rorrumt:ie.

In my e7(peTience  I  have founof soldiers to bejust such an id:ea[istic fat. I guess it cornes with the job descriptin. rlhe

possibility Of Of each is never rea[dy ve:ry far f ron our rhinds. qflat fact alone colors our thinkjing about how we perce:ire our ourn
demise and what our potential death mkyht mean. Most peap[e Ofon't th;ink:in terms akse this,  but sold:lets someti:nes Ofo.  If we
are to Ofhe then we desire most Of all that the sacrifice has rneawi:ng.  It is im:poTtant to rae that my so:n k|row fris father trot ondg
tfrTough his words  but tfrTough his deeds as weft. q3etter the;n a,ny other segrne:nt Of society sottieTs kerow the horror Of war.  It
i5 also true that no group  6etteT a;ppreciates the blessings Of peace. A(gbody in their right mind: wa;nts to Ofie. But to risk.death

for peace is wortdy.
Professieind sottieTs the wortt over share in a kjind Of 6rotheThood t.hat only those who ha;ve alTunkfrom the sane oap

wou[Of fu[dy understanof . The sacrifice that those who haue gone before must not 6e in va,in. ug\(so[dieTs have d:heof and: contin-
ue to risk.cteath so that others mfaht [ive in peace. It is a no6[e goat, rrany twou[d: catt it an unrealistic one, yet it is an o6jec-
tive that these so[dieTs Of rang natioris pa,id a, ttear prise for.  Is it worth the prise? the d:eel c,a,n't spea,kL but I  6e[ieve their
activrts sta,te rru]re th,an vo[unres a,bout horLor, commi,tttnent a,nat: what they 6e[heveof . rmeir sacrifae is only in vat,n if others

fail to recognize the value Of wh,at tky Ofid.
Peace wi[[ not come to inn Of its ozirn accoTof. It must be fought for. q3ut tfris is a different kjind Of war. It is war

wi±hout ships, tankes and: a;rrneof a;iroroft.  It is a war for peapfe's mj;nds ant[ hearts.  Its weapo:ne  are sym6ois. So[OfieTs Of rna;ny
countries who go into ha:rm's way symbo[iz,e the desire Of a[[ peap[es for peace anof security. TOT the soldiers who serve here is
is a worthy goat anof one worth the Tisk3 So[Ofhers accept this I)Terrdse al:rrost without queshon, nothin_fl Of _flenwine worth cornes
without sac:rifice.

jl[th;ugh the workjis sorneti:mes Ofa,ngerous and often boring, men from all over the woT[Of conwi:ue to volunteer for this
c[uty, wfrieh, until recently, was a near tota[[y thamRl[ess job. rmis is a[[ the rrare remarkea6[e wh,en one consi,ders that in the
vast majority Of cases  these rruen have no personal stak3e in the potenha[ outcome Of these wars.

Even a cursory review Of wor[c[ history teaches us that peace, a;rgua6dy, is not the natural state Of rna;nkeind. a?ease
has a price. Itat prise is being pa;id Ofcridy 6y a group Of anonymous men who often have att[e in com:rrron  ex!cept for the fact
they wear the uniforrrls Of their respective nativne, and almost to a man, believe that what they are doing is important to
rankjinof as a u)hole.

great ideas often start as footnotes in history. qJg\(so[Ofiei-s in;y 6e sore Of the woT[Ofs greatest Tom;nties, and, for
rnyse[f,  I'm proudr to  be one Of them.
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